
Northwest District 

of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association 

January 16, 2019 Wyndham Southbury Hotel, Southbury, CT 

Attendees: Steve Vetter (Brookfield), Nick Meglio (Bunker Hill), Cari Boucher (Highlander), Dave Shannon 

(Litchfield), Laura Anderson (New Fairfield), James Bishop (New Milford), Jay Zalewski (Pomperaug), Joe 

Abdella (Shepaug), Tom Fitzpatrick (Sherman), Beth Lahey (Thomaston), Mark Crowe (Torrington), Mindi 

Davidson (Watertown), Paul Maloney (Wolcott), Ryan Chmielewski (Woodbury-Bethlehem), Ricardo Schmidt 

(Impact United CT), KK Kozik (Northwest United), Dave Brouillette (District CJSA Rep), Karen Puskas 

(Treasurer), Rich Zimmerman (District League Commissioner). 

 

Not in Attendance: CFC West, Danbury, Terryville, and Winchester United 

 

Public Comment: Joe Conte spoke about his time as president, what he has accomplished, and why he is 

running for re-election. Proxies were collected for voting, if you won’t be at the AGM, please get one to Karen. 

We were encouraged to go and register for the AGM. There will be enhancements to Stack Sports, training 

sessions, and training for new people to Stack. The President’s dinner is Friday evening, and we would like to 

fill a table. Alyssa Naeher will be the speaker. The coach of the year is going to someone in our district, so it 

would be nice to have representation.  

State fees are going up. Go on to the website and click on proposed rule changes, all of the new fees are on 

there. We are being charged $2.25 from the national level per player. While we voted no, it did pass and now 

we will have to pass it along. New fees will start fall of 2019. This is an increase of $1.25 per player. 

 

Minutes: The minutes from September’s meeting have been posted on our website. There were no corrections 

asked for.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Karen handed out our financials and went over them. Every club in the district is up to 

date except CFC West. We are looking decent now. A motion was made by Paul Maloney to accept the 

treasurer’s report and seconded by Rich Zimmerman. No discussion, all approved, motion passed. 

 

Registration: The website opened yesterday for spring registration for the NWD teams and will be open until 

the end of February. The league scheduling meeting is March 6th at 7:30 p.m. and the coaches meeting is March 

20th, 6:30 p.m. for the girls & 7:30 p.m. for the boys, here at the Wyndham. The actual season will run Saturday 

April 6th through Sunday, June 23rd. All makeups should be done within two weeks. It is a rule that will be 

reinforced. You can play if the minimum numbers of kids are there. We really want fewer makeups.  

A reminder from Scott: this is the last season that you can use the old system. Everyone must switch to Stack 

Sports for the fall. Clubs using Stack Sports for club registration are reminded to ensure that the thumbnail 

images of proof of age are not submitted. If the image size being submitted is too small (like 20-30K), then 

most likely it is a thumbnail and not the full image. When small or unreadable images are received, they are 

deleted from the player’s record and the player is not verified. In this month so far, 10% of the records 

processed have had to be deleted. Clubs will see a record that once had a birth certificate attached, change to not 



having it there and now being unverified. Parents are not notified that they sent a bad image. Karen is going to 

look into a pixel size from Stack Sports to make it easier to upload without errors. 

AGM/Presidents Dinner: Refer to the public comment for information. We would like some of you 

represented there. We can hold three proxies per individual to execute so we will need people there for the 

AGM, which is at 2:00 p.m. Please make sure you have your proxy handed in. You can see the statements on 

our website for both Joe and Brian. If you have one preference over the other, please let us know. Our 

recommendation is that we should stick with Joe, but if you feel that you would like us to vote a different way 

we will honor what you request. 

 

State Report: We will know more about Stack Sports after the AGM. It looks like we will have field space for 

the program we are trying to start in the spring. It would be $350 for 5-6 weeks. The dates would be 4 Mondays 

in April and the first two in May. We are waiting on conformation that the field space will come through. We 

already have the coaches lined up. We can have multiple field spaces; if you have any field space available, 

please let us know asap. The current field space is in Winchester. The field will need to be lighted or have 

access to bring in temporary lighting. 

Going forward it will be $450 per player, but we will subsidize it for the first time at $100 per player. It is six 

sessions in the spring and six in the fall. We will most likely modify that this year, as it is only spring and then it 

will be the full $450 in the fall. By the middle of February I would like to solidify this and make the 

commitment to Mario. 

 

Website/Publicity: The banquet was held last weekend. The pictures are up on the website. All pictures can be 

saved and downloaded or hit right click on the picture and hit “save as” and you can save the picture to a file.  

Referees: We had some incidents this year that needed to be dealt with. For those of you that come to the 

coaches’ meeting, please let me know if there is anything we can do to help you. Can we create a code of 

conduct (at the district level) for coaches to sign to know they are responsible for their team, parents, and 

themselves? These young, impressionable kids are quitting. They are being yelled at and don’t want to be there 

anymore. It was recommended that a coach has to “sign off” on the code of conduct before they can get their 

coaching card. We also need to have at least one coach from a meeting at the coaches meeting. 

 

Disciplinary: No report. 

Other: A reminder that B teams now move to A, if there is an A league. There was a thought to change the 

names of the leagues from A & B, but the general consensus was not to do this. When we leave the league 

meeting that will be it. There will be no changes after the meeting at all. Make sure the representation you bring 

with you can make the decisions necessary. Be prepared when you get there. 

For the Good of Soccer: The federation has said they may mandate licenses for all coaches. There will be a 1.5 

hour session for training, 3 modules, 30 mins each. It is not mandated yet, but it may well be coming. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be November 14th at 6:30pm. This will also be our holiday dinner. Please 

bring one or two volunteers with you to honor our volunteers. 

Upcoming Dates: 

CJSA President’s Dinner – January 25th and the AGM January 26th  


